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Notices 

Copyright © OASIS Open 2015. All Rights Reserved. 

All capitalized terms in the following text have the meanings assigned to them in the OASIS Intellectual 
Property Rights Policy (the "OASIS IPR Policy"). The full Policy may be found at the OASIS website. 

This document and translations of it may be copied and furnished to others, and derivative works that 
comment on or otherwise explain it or assist in its implementation may be prepared, copied, published, 
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any kind, provided that the above copyright notice 
and this section are included on all such copies and derivative works. However, this document itself may 
not be modified in any way, including by removing the copyright notice or references to OASIS, except as 
needed for the purpose of developing any document or deliverable produced by an OASIS Technical 
Committee (in which case the rules applicable to copyrights, as set forth in the OASIS IPR Policy, must 
be followed) or as required to translate it into languages other than English. 

The limited permissions granted above are perpetual and will not be revoked by OASIS or its successors 
or assigns. 

This document and the information contained herein is provided on an "AS IS" basis and OASIS 
DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY 
WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE INFORMATION HEREIN WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY 
OWNERSHIP RIGHTS OR ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE. 

OASIS requests that any OASIS Party or any other party that believes it has patent claims that would 
necessarily be infringed by implementations of this OASIS Committee Specification or OASIS Standard, 
to notify OASIS TC Administrator and provide an indication of its willingness to grant patent licenses to 
such patent claims in a manner consistent with the IPR Mode of the OASIS Technical Committee that 
produced this specification. 

OASIS invites any party to contact the OASIS TC Administrator if it is aware of a claim of ownership of 
any patent claims that would necessarily be infringed by implementations of this specification by a patent 
holder that is not willing to provide a license to such patent claims in a manner consistent with the IPR 
Mode of the OASIS Technical Committee that produced this specification. OASIS may include such 
claims on its website, but disclaims any obligation to do so. 

OASIS takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any intellectual property or other rights that 
might be claimed to pertain to the implementation or use of the technology described in this document or 
the extent to which any license under such rights might or might not be available; neither does it 
represent that it has made any effort to identify any such rights. Information on OASIS' procedures with 
respect to rights in any document or deliverable produced by an OASIS Technical Committee can be 
found on the OASIS website. Copies of claims of rights made available for publication and any 
assurances of licenses to be made available, or the result of an attempt made to obtain a general license 
or permission for the use of such proprietary rights by implementers or users of this OASIS Committee 
Specification or OASIS Standard, can be obtained from the OASIS TC Administrator. OASIS makes no 
representation that any information or list of intellectual property rights will at any time be complete, or 
that any claims in such list are, in fact, Essential Claims. 

The name "OASIS" is a trademark of OASIS, the owner and developer of this specification, and should be 
used only to refer to the organization and its official outputs. OASIS welcomes reference to, and 
implementation and use of, specifications, while reserving the right to enforce its marks against 
misleading uses. Please see https://www.oasis-open.org/policies-guidelines/trademark for above 
guidance. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Terminology 

The key words “MUST”, “MUST NOT”, “REQUIRED”, “SHALL”, “SHALL NOT”, “SHOULD”, “SHOULD 
NOT”, “RECOMMENDED”, “MAY”, and “OPTIONAL” in this document are to be interpreted as described 
in [RFC2119]. 

1.2 Normative References 

[RFC2119] Bradner, S., “Key words for use in RFCs to Indicate Requirement Levels”, BCP 
14, RFC 2119, March 1997. http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2119.txt. 

[RFC3986] Berners-Lee T., Fielding R., Masinter, L.. “Uniform Resource Identifier (URI): 
Generic Syntax”, RFC 3986, January 2005. http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3986.txt.  

[RFC7303] Thompson, H., Lilley, C. “XML Media Types”, RFC 7303, July 2014. 
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc7303.txt. 

http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2119.txt
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3986.txt
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc7303.txt
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2 IANA Considerations 
This information has been submitted to the Internet Engineering Steering Group (IESG) for review, 
approval, and registration with IANA.  

MIME media type name : Application 

MIME subtype name : akn+xml 

Required parameters : None 

Optional parameters : 

charset 

with identical semantics to the charset parameter of the application/xml media type as specified in 
[RFC 7303]. 

2.1 Encoding considerations  

Identical to those for 'application/xml'. See [RFC7303], Section 3.2. 

2.2 Security considerations 

Since this media type uses the "+xml" convention, it shares the security considerations described in 
Section 10 of [RFC7303], Akoma Ntoso documents may contain arbitrary URIs. Hence the security issues 
of [RFC3986], Section 7, apply. 

Akoma Ntoso documents may contain arbitrary content within specific elements of the XML stream. This 
could include executable code injected by malicious agents. Yet, there is no requirement that such 
content is actually recognized and executed on the receiving end, and receiving agents MUST ignore 
executable content coming from unsecured channels and/or unknown sources.   

Akoma Ntoso documents provide their own means to deal with integrity requirements for content, under 
the guise of XML digital signatures on the whole or individual parts of the content. With regard to privacy 
requirements, most of the Akoma Ntoso documents are in fact of public nature and possess no privacy 
requirements. Whenever the providing agent is sending confidential documents or containing parts with a 
different degree of confidentiality, it MUST adopt secure transmission channels such as SSL/TLS, and 
MAY adopt in addition further mechanisms such as XML encryption on the confidential parts of the 
content. 

2.3 Interoperability considerations 

This specification describes processing semantics that dictate behavior that must be followed when 
dealing with, among other things, unrecognized elements. Since Akoma Ntoso is designed to be 
extensible in specific elements, "application/akn+xml" processors MAY expect that content received is 
well-formed XML, but processors SHOULD NOT assume that the content is valid Akoma Ntoso or expect 
to recognize all of the elements and attributes in the document. 

2.4 Published specification 

http://docs.oasis-open.org/legaldocml/akn-core/v1.0/akn-core-v1.0-part1-vocabulary.html 

2.5 Applications which use this media 

Akoma Ntoso documents are created, accepted and managed by a number of tools in use by parliaments 
and other entities that are active in the legal XML domain. These include document management 
systems, legal drafting tools, URI resolvers and format converters. 

 

http://docs.oasis-open.org/legaldocml/akn-core/v1.0/akn-core-v1.0-part1-vocabulary.html
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The necessity of this media types arises with those institutions that have more than one XML data format 
for their legal documents, and that want to add support for Akoma Ntoso, since by examining the request 
they need to be able to determine the specific XML vocabulary to use for the response. 

2.6 Fragment identifier considerations:  

Documents having the media type 'application/akn+xml' use a fragment identifier notation totally 
consistent with what is specified in [RFC7303] for the media type 'application/xml'. 

2.7 Restrictions on usage 

None 

2.8 Provisional registration 

We kindly request provisional registration for application/akn+xml 

2.9 Additional information 

1. Deprecated alias names for this type : None 

2. Magic number(s) : There is no single initial octet sequence that is always 

3. File extension(s) : Akoma Ntoso documents are most often identified with the extension .akn or .xml. 

4. Macintosh file type code : TEXT 

5. Object Identifiers: None 

2.10 Preliminary Community Review 

Preliminary Community Review was obtained in August 2014, with a mail to media-types@iana.org, id: 
http://www.ietf.org/mail-archive/web/media-types/current/msg00587.html , that received no comments. 

2.11 Intended usage 

Common 

2.12 Persons to contact for further information : 

1. Name : Fabio Vitali or Monica Palmirani 

2. Email : fabio.vitali@unibo.it or monica.palmirani@unibo.it 

2.13 Author/Change controllers  

2.13.1 Authors 

1. Name : Fabio Vitali or Monica Palmirani 

2. Email : fabio.vitali@unibo.it or monica.palmirani@unibo.it 

2.13.2 Change Controllers 

OASIS has change control over these specifications. 

 

mailto:monica.palmirani@unibo.it
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3 Conformance 
This chapter provides no conformance clauses. 
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